
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8270 July 16, 2009 
tenure ranked him among the longest 
serving leaders in higher education 
today. Under Dr. Papadakis’ direction, 
Drexel’s total enrollment grew by more 
than 130 percent, to 21,000, and full- 
time undergraduates increased to more 
than 11,000 students. 

Dr. Papadakis led the effort to create 
the Drexel University College of Medi-
cine, Drexel University Earle Mack 
School of Law, Drexel Online, and the 
Center for Graduate Studies in Sac-
ramento, California. 

He also formed a partnership between 
Drexel University and the Pennsyl-
vania Institute of Technology, an intel-
lectual outreach initiative that will 
help untold numbers of young men and 
women realize their full potential. The 
Pennsylvania Institute of Technology’s 
new scholarship program for veterans 
of the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan 
is another testament to the Papadakis 
legacy. 

Beyond academia, Dr. Constantine 
Papadakis was a champion of local eco-
nomic development. He helped create 
Select Greater Philadelphia. He was a 
founding member of the World Trade 
Center of Greater Philadelphia. He also 
served on the Schuylkill River Devel-
opment Corporation Board. 

During his tenure at Drexel Univer-
sity, Dr. Papadakis had the oppor-
tunity to meet with various foreign 
dignitaries. In 1997, then-President of 
the People’s Republic of China visited 
Drexel University, where his son had 
earned his Ph.D. 

Dr. Papadakis also had a private au-
dience with Pope John Paul II in Rome 
during the canonization of St. Kath-
erine Drexel, niece of University found-
er Anthony J. Drexel. More recently, 
Drexel University was host to the Oc-
tober, 2007, Democratic Presidential 
campaign debate. 

Dr. Papadakis was born in Athens in 
1946, and did not arrive in the United 
States until 1969. Since his arrival as a 
student, he has received more than 150 
major awards and honors. In addition 
to these, Dr. Papadakis acknowledged 
that the greatest achievements of his 
life were his marriage of 39 years to the 
love of his life, Elina, and the birth of 
his bright and talented daughter, 
Maria, a 2008 Drexel graduate. 

I ask that our Chamber and our Na-
tion pause to acknowledge Dr. Con-
stantine Papadakis, a master of busi-
ness, engineering, and academia, and 
parenthood, who in every sense led the 
American Dream and created the con-
ditions for untold thousands of others 
to do so as well. 

f 

SHANE DETWILER—SOLDIER, 
LAWMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a 
Texas lawman has been killed in the 
line of duty. He was from Baytown, 
Texas. Shane Thomas Detwiler was a 

sheriff’s deputy in Chambers County 
and a remarkable family man. He was 
just 31 years of age. 

Shane was killed Monday of this 
week while investigating another 
shooting at an area mobile home park. 
A meter reader reported shots were 
fired at her when she went to shut off 
the water service. Shane was shot and 
killed when he responded to the call at 
this mobile home. He was gunned down 
upon entering the mobile home. After a 
long standoff, the shooter, Gilbert 
Ortez, Jr., shot and killed himself. Over 
100 explosives were later found in his 
residence. 

Shane’s wife, Trish Detwiler, said her 
husband especially loved spending time 
with their three kids—sons Audie and 
Aiden and their daughter Abigail. 
Trish is an English teacher at Barbers 
Hill High School. In fact, today some of 
her students who belong to the Future 
Farmers of America, the FAA, hap-
pened to be in town and came by and 
visited me. 

Trish said Shane would get up late at 
night with the children and make din-
ner for the whole family every night. 

Trish, along with Shane’s parents, 
Tom Detwiler and Cheryl Railsback, 
said Shane had a sense of adventure 
and eagerness to try new things. He 
was a certified scuba diver and also he 
was about to tackle spearfishing. 

Shane wasn’t born in Texas, but he 
got there as fast as he could. Shane 
was born in Ohio in 1977, and moved to 
Texas when he was four years of age. 
He met Trish when they were both in 
the third grade at Cypress-Fairbanks 
Independent School District, which is 
north of Houston. Shane played soccer, 
was a Cub Scout, and played trumpet 
in the Cy-Fair High School Band. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a photograph of 
Shane taken not too long ago. 

Shane joined the United States Army 
when he was 17. His mom, Cheryl, had 
to sign the papers, but she said he real-
ly wanted to be a soldier. He rose to 
the rank of staff sergeant in the United 
States Army. He served in Korea in 
1998 and 1999. When he got back home 
to Texas, he earned a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice from Sam Houston 
State University in just 21⁄2 years, 
graduating summa cum laude. 

He became a Texas game warden. 
That’s a photograph of him here in his 
game warden uniform. That happened 
in 2003. He earned the nickname ‘‘Su-
perman’’ from his fellow game wardens 
because he excelled in everything he 
did. 

In 2005, Shane left for a yearlong tour 
of duty in Iraq when his oldest boy was 
just 3 weeks of age. He served as a 
counterintelligence special agent for 
the 321st Military Intelligence Bat-
talion. He earned the Bronze Star and 
the Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal. 

But after his tour in Iraq, Shane 
came home to Texas to his game war-
den job and then he became a Cham-
bers County sheriff’s deputy just 2 
months ago. The job of a deputy with 

the Chambers County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment allowed him to spend more time 
with his family. He worked the night 
shift until just last month. 

This young lawman’s death is par-
ticularly tragic because he leaves be-
hind such young children. Shane’s fam-
ily pastor, Scott Neal of Eagle Heights 
Fellowship, said it’s been particularly 
heartbreaking. He said, ‘‘I asked his 
wife how she was doing, and she said, 
‘Only my 4-year-old will remember who 
their father was.’’’ That’s very sad. 

Mr. Speaker, the men and women 
who serve this country as lawmen and 
soldiers make great sacrifices to guard 
the safety and security of our commu-
nities. They risk their very lives in 
that service every day. Their families 
make great sacrifices as well. 

So today we pay tribute to the ex-
traordinary young man called Shane, 
with so much life ahead of him and his 
young family who suffers the loss of a 
wonderful man. 

This Nation and the State of Texas 
owe Shane and his family an immeas-
urable debt of gratitude for their sac-
rifice. My fellow Texan who also rep-
resents southeast Texas, Dr. Ron Paul, 
and I are deeply sorry for the loss of 
Shane. Tomorrow, Shane will be buried 
in Mont Belvieu Texas. 

Mr. Speaker, Shane Detwiler wore 
the uniform of a soldier, he wore the 
uniform of a Texas peace officer, he 
fought bad guys in Iraq, and back home 
he fought them as well. He did double 
service protecting the people. He was 
quite a person. He was the best that 
America has. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

b 1930 

HEALTH CARE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

KRATOVIL). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATSON) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Energy and 
Commerce, Ways and Means and Edu-
cation and Labor Committees for work-
ing diligently on America’s Affordable 
Health Choices Act. This bill is a his-
toric first step to moving towards pro-
viding affordable health care options 
for all Americans. 

Comprehensive health care coverage 
will cost taxpayers initially. The cur-
rent CBO estimate projects a govern-
ment investment of $1 trillion over the 
next 10 years, but we must not forget 
that this investment in the health of 
Americans is not about the cost but 
about the savings for American fami-
lies. According to CBO estimates, 
streamlining administrative costs may 
save Medicare $500 billion. Providing 
the public plan with the ability to ne-
gotiate for Medicare rates will increase 
those savings. 

Advocates for laissez-faire economics 
have continually noted that competi-
tion drives down costs and spurs inno-
vation. With the public plan, we are fi-
nally giving the government a tool to 
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reduce the costs of health care for 
Americans. For years, insurance com-
panies have monopolized the market 
and have driven up costs for con-
sumers. In many communities, the 
only available health option can im-
pose astounding rates that consumers 
are forced to pay. The public plan will 
introduce fair price competition, forc-
ing private insurers to keep apace with 
efficiency and with innovation. With 
the public plan, we offer Americans 
personal patient choice and the free-
dom to stay healthy. 

The America’s Affordable Health 
Choices Act provides 97 percent of 
Americans with health care options. 
However, border States, such as my 
own, California, will continue to expe-
rience many of the same problems in 
their busy hospitals. The State of Cali-
fornia is home to 22 percent of the Na-
tion’s undocumented immigrants. It is 
true that many of these immigrants 
will continue to travel to Mexico for 
care, but they will also continue to 
clog emergency rooms, which will re-
sult in exorbitant costs due to emer-
gency care. We cannot run down costs 
in States like California without ad-
dressing this issue. We must provide 
hospitals with a mechanism for recov-
ering these costs. 

In addition to the public plan, the 
House’s Affordable Health Choices Act 
introduces improvements to both Medi-
care and Medicaid. Individuals and 
families with incomes at or below 133 
percent of the Federal poverty level 
will be eligible for an expanded and im-
proved Medicare. This will ensure that 
more children remain healthy. Improv-
ing rebates to seniors will help close 
the Medicare part D doughnut hole and 
will ensure that they do not have to de-
cide between purchasing food or their 
medications. 

This bill has taken many steps to im-
prove Medicare and the care we provide 
to seniors. However, we must remem-
ber that improving care for seniors is 
not the same as long-term care. If Cali-
fornia does not fix its budget crisis by 
August, residents will lose many Medi-
care and Medicaid benefits, such as 
home care for seniors and for the dis-
abled. The House health care bill does 
not address this problem. Providing the 
option for home care is another way to 
reduce costs and to allow seniors to 
keep their freedom, and it is something 
we should strongly consider. 

Again, America’s Affordable Health 
Choices Act is certainly an impressive 
first step. We must be careful not to 
weaken a national public plan, and we 
must equally encourage our Senate col-
leagues to support a robust national 
public plan. 

Though local co-ops or State-level 
systems may seem to offer savings and 
freedoms for the American people, they 
raise a host of problems. Duplicating 
public plans in various locales raises 
administrative costs. It creates too 
many levels of bureaucracy that are 
simply not necessary. Therefore, I sup-
port the House version of America’s Af-

fordable Health Choices Act. I truly 
hope this is the historic first step on 
the road to making health care for all 
Americans possible. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues on this issue. 

f 

EXONERATING LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL JOHN A. BROW AND MAJOR 
BROOKS S. GRUBER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
am on the floor to express my thanks 
to the United States Marine Corps. On 
April 8 of 2000, the late Lieutenant 
Colonel John A. Brow and the late 
Major Brooks S. Gruber of Jackson-
ville, North Carolina, were the marine 
pilots of an M–22 Osprey that crashed 
in Marana, Arizona. The mishap oc-
curred during a training mission as 
part of a test phase to determine the 
aircraft’s operational suitability for 
the Marine Corps. Seventeen other ma-
rines were killed in the crash. 

From that day until tonight, I have 
worked with many aviation experts in 
the Corps and outside the Corps who 
have helped me reach the conclusion 
that these pilots were not at fault for 
this crash. Unfortunately, many inac-
curate reports have characterized the 
cause of the mishap as ‘‘pilot error.’’ 

To set the record straight, in 2009, I 
asked the Marine Corps to include in 
the official military personnel files of 
Lieutenant Colonel Brow and of Major 
Gruber a memo which exonerates them 
from responsibility for the mishap. The 
memo includes 17 facts regarding the 
crash, which were developed based on 
my review of official investigations 
and public records, as well as from ex-
tensive discussions with aviation ex-
perts. The evidence shows that the 
fatal factors in the crash were the air-
craft’s lack of a vortex ring state warn-
ing system and the pilots’ lack of crit-
ical training regarding the extreme 
dangers of VRS onset in the Osprey. 

Lieutenant Colonel Brow and Major 
Gruber and their families are dishon-
ored by the assertion that the aircrew 
was at fault for this fatal crash. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful that the 
Marine Corps has accepted the rel-
evance of these facts. On February 20 of 
2009, they included my memo in the 
personnel files of these two marines. 

To finally bring this tragedy to a 
conclusion and to remove the stigma 
that has been unfairly attached to 
these two pilots, I’ve asked the Navy to 
do the right thing, as the Marine Corps 
did the right thing, and include this 
memo in the official safety investiga-
tion report on this mishap. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I submit 
for the RECORD my letter to Rear Ad-
miral Arthur J. Johnson, dated June 
11, 2009, which includes my request and 
the 17 facts about the crash. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 11, 2009. 
REAR ADMIRAL ARTHUR J. JOHNSON, 
Commander, Naval Safety Center, 375 A Street, 

Norfolk, VA. 
DEAR REAR ADMIRAL JOHNSON: Thank you 

for your response to my letter of April 21, 
2009. Notwithstanding your regulations re-
garding the purpose of Naval Aviation Mis-
hap Saftey investigations, I am convinced 
that the Memorandum of the Record (Memo-
randum) must be included in the AMB report 
and JAGMAN investigation as a matter of 
public record. 

Over the last several years, numerous arti-
cles and stories referencing the April 8, 2000 
crash of the V–22 Osprey have incorrectly 
identified Lieutenant Colonel Brow and 
Major Gruber as the cause of the accident 
and have brought unmerited mental hardship 
on their families. I outlined two of these in-
cidents in my previous letter. As a reminder, 
the press release issued by the Marine Corps 
attributed the accident to the pilot’s ‘‘ex-
tremely rapid rate of descent.’’ Statements 
such as this and the incomplete nature of the 
AMB report and JAGMAN investigation have 
formed the basis for the public’s perception 
of the role of the pilots in this unfortunate 
accident and must be supplemented with 
clarifying language. 

For example, the JAGMAN stated that the 
aircraft found itself in vortex ring state 
(VRS) condition with no apparent warning to 
the aircrew. It was not until after the acci-
dent that Naval Air Systems Command 
called for a new flight limitation, pilot pro-
cedures, and a cockpit warning system for 
VRS. Clearly, the record must reflect this re-
ality. 

Your response stated that safety investiga-
tions ‘‘are conducted to determine root 
causes and identify corrective actions, not to 
assign blame or document accountability.’’ 
In the case of the Osprey accident, the proc-
ess of determining root causes and identi-
fying corrective actions led to assigning 
blame to the pilot and co-pilot by outside or-
ganizations because the role of VRS has not 
been given its proper emphasis. If investiga-
tions undertaken after completion of the ac-
cident report place the root cause of the ac-
cident on other causes, there is reason to ac-
knowledge that and include such a finding in 
the AMB report and JAGMAN investigation. 

There were many subsequent investiga-
tions into the safety of the Osprey and the 
dangers of VRS. Therefore, the process of in-
vestigating this accident is not ‘‘closed to 
outside influences.’’ Insights gained after the 
completion of an accident report can appro-
priately be appended to an official safety or 
investigative report. 

Everyone can appreciate the desire to close 
an official investigation. However, subse-
quent developments clearly demonstrate 
that the accident report was incomplete. 
There is a legitimate basis for correcting 
what was determined in order to promote 
public justice and remove the stigma at-
tached to the pilot and co-pilot. 

In discussions with experts within and out-
side of the military, additions to closed in-
vestigations happen frequently. If you do not 
agree to place the Memorandum in the AMB 
report and JAGMAN investigation, I request 
that you specifically identify whether any of 
the 17 facts contained in the Memorandum 
are inaccurate. Inclusion of the Memo-
randum in the Official Military Personnel 
Files of these brave Marines is insufficient. 

Thank you for your service to our nation. 
I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 
WALTER B. JONES, 

Member of Congress 
Enclosure. 
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